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God’s Works Revealed in You
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Over the course of history, it has been the nature of human beings 
to treat those with disease, disability, or infirmity as “unclean” 
or “less-than” in the sight of society. Our society has also judged 

others by their afflictions, believing, as the disciples did in John, that 
these people must have done something bad to deserve the hardships 
they have to endure.

Even today, we have a tendency to collectively think that something is 
“less-than” about a person with disease or disability, that they, or their 
family, did something wrong and they somehow deserve their “punish-
ment.” But John comes in with blazing testimony that these judgements 
could not be further from the truth. 

The disciples asked Jesus who sinned, the blind man or his parents, so 
that he deserved to be blind. And Jesus responds, “[Neither!] … he was 
born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him (John 9:1-24).” 
This means that each and every one of us can be a vessel through which 
God works, despite or because of the ways in which we are broken. 

It is not a coincidence that the Bible describes people’s encounters with 
God as causing them to shine. When God touches us, like the blind man, 
we are transformed into shining beacons of God’s grace, mercy, and love. 
No matter what illness, disease, disability, injury we suffer, or sin we have 
committed, God’s works can be revealed through each one of us. 

All of us play an important part in God’s amazing plan, but it takes cour-
age to say “yes” to God’s invitation. It takes courage to allow God to work 
through us and not be worried about what the world thinks. It takes 
being willing to be driven away, just as the blind man, and continuing 
to preach the good works of God. It takes discipline, dedication, and a 
commitment that, no matter how many times we get beaten down, we 
will get back up to allow God’s work to be revealed in us.
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Long before I was a nurse, I volunteered on an oncology ward. One of 
the patients I was assigned to visit was a criminal who was slowly and 
painfully dying of cancer. I remember many of the nurses not wanting to 
care for this man. Some were afraid, and some didn’t believe that, because 
of his crime (sin), he deserved care. He was chained to a bed and there 
was always a police officer in his room. A minister would come read to 
him each day from the Bible. This man was very, very scared of dying. 
He struggled to believe that God could forgive him for what he had done 
wrong in his life. He would cry, wondering how God could love him. 
And yet this man, while still thinking he was unworthy, found the faith 
and courage he needed to trust in God. He did not trust himself, but 
he placed his faith in God’s Word. Through witnessing his courage to 
have faith in the face of fear and self-loathing, this young girl saw God’s 
healing work being revealed.

God works well with fear, doubt, and self-loathing. I invite you this week 
to identify where you feel “less than” in your life. Then, I challenge you 
to find the courage to consider the possibility that God’s works can be 
revealed through you, especially through the “less-than” places you may 
have discovered.

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 


