Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be
united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal your
glory in the world.

— The Book of Common Prayer
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ASH WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1

Lent has two quite remarkable bookends. Today, on Ash Wednesday
we are reminded that we are dust and that God loves us even in our

dustiness. At the end of this season, we will celebrate the power that
God’s love has to transform this world. Easter reminds us that not even
death can keep us from God’s unconditional love. As we follow in the
footsteps of Jesus this Lent, we know that living out God’s love for the
world is our ultimate goal.

We also know that this walk with Jesus won't be easy. Following Jesus
takes us through Good Friday and the cross. There will be struggles; there
will be times when we stumble, but we are not alone. We are bound to
one another as children of God. We share with Jesus in God’s beloved
family.

God came among us in the person of Jesus to show us how to be more
than simply the human race. He came to show us how to realize God’s
dream, God’s purpose, God’s plan for us and for all creation.

Whatever devotion you practice this season of Lent, either giving up
something that ties you to this world or taking on a spiritual task or
discipline, let it be something that helps you participate in the movement
of God’s love in this world, following in the footsteps of Jesus and loving
one another.

—Michael Bruce Curry





